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The Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture  
Creates Communication Toolkit, Training 

 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – June 28, 2018– The Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture will provide communication 
materials and training this summer and fall to those researching, developing and communicating about gene editing in 
food and agriculture.  
 
“The acceptance of promising innovations like gene editing hinges on how agriculture and technology developers 
approach the conversation – now and in the long-run,” says Charlie Arnot, Chief Executive Officer of The Center for Food 
Integrity (CFI), which facilitates the Coalition. “Without a doubt, gene editing can deliver significant benefits and solve 
challenges in society and food production. It is imperative that those using gene editing work to earn the trust of 
consumers and food system stakeholders so these benefits can be realized.”  
 
The Coalition, created by CFI in 2016, is a partnership of diverse stakeholders that share a vision of global acceptance and 
support for the responsible use of gene editing technology in agriculture and food. To develop the communication tools 
and training, the Coalition is collaborating with universities, associations and others who have conducted research on 
consumer perceptions about gene editing.  
 
Common threads from this research, along with previous learnings about biotechnology acceptance, are the basis of the 
communication best practices and messages that will be provided to gene editing developers, researchers and food 
system stakeholders for use in their stakeholder engagement plans. This toolkit will include message platforms, fact 
sheets, infographics and images and will be easily accessible for a variety of communication purposes, including  
one-on-one and online conversations, presentations, media interviews and marketing materials. With the toolkit launch, 
CFI will provide training for those wishing to effectively engage with the public about the benefits of gene editing in food 
production.  
 
“Traditionally the assumption has been, if the science is sound and there is appropriate regulatory oversight, there will be 
social acceptance of innovation,” states Arnot. “But, we know from experience that is not the way it works in today’s 
environment.”  
 
Research from CFI shows that to earn trust with consumers, shared values are three-to-five times more important than 
sharing facts and demonstrating skills and expertise. “Consumers want to know that food producers care about the same 
things they do, like the highest standards in animal care, and producing safe, affordable, nutritious food in a way that 
protects and sustains our environment,” Arnot explains. 
 
In the work of the Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture CFI has collaborated with many diverse 
stakeholders, including academia, plant and animal genetic companies, agriculture and food system stakeholders, and  
 

mailto:Jana.McGuire@FoodIntegrity.org
http://geneediting.foodintegrity.org/
http://www.foodintegrity.org/


 

  

 
 
 
 
public interest groups. To learn more about the Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture visit 
http://geneediting.foodintegrity.org/ or contact Morgan Young, (816) 556-3135 or Morgan.Young@FoodIntegrity.org. 

 
### 

 
The Center for Food Integrity is a not-for-profit organization that helps today’s food system earn consumer trust. Our members and 
project partners, who represent the diversity of the food system, are committed to providing accurate information and working 
together to address important issues in food and agriculture. The Center does not lobby or advocate for individual companies or 
brands. For more information, visit www.foodintegrity.org. 
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